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Oregon’s movie star highways 


regon’s diverse scenery — snowcapped 

mountains, beautiful beaches, lush greenery 
and arid plains — has made the state a popular 
show business location. When the media come to 
Oregon, they often use our highways and bridges as 
a backdrop for movies, television shows and 
commercials, and print advertising. 

“We receive over 15,000 telephone calls a year 
from the entertainment industry looking for 
locations,” said Victoria Rinard, interim director of 
Economic Development’s Film and Video Division. 
“At any one time, we’re working on 30 to 40 
features for movies or television, and five to 10 
commercials. ODOT-run properties are an ex- 
tremely important resource because they cover 
such a vast area.” 

While the occasional movie, such as “Free Willy” 
or “The Postman” may use a bridge or highway in a 
scene, it’s car commercials that are most often 
filmed on Oregon’s highways. 

“Location managers are attracted to the state’s 
high performance roads — the winding Rowena 
Curves in the Gorge, the bridges along the coast, or 
the long, straight highways in Eastern Oregon,” 
Rinard said. 

Finding the spot that fits a location manager’s 
needs is sometimes difficult. 

“I was once asked to find a long, straight, desert 
road that led to a tunnel. I had to explain that 
tunnels required hills and you don’t usually find 
them in a desert,” Rinard said. “Or they want 


winding roads, but no guard rails, or signs. 
Location managers are especially fond of 
‘whoop-de-do’s, rolling hills where cars 
appear then disappear. Art directors dream 
up stuff, then you have to find it in real life.” 

Once location managers have found the 
site they want, they work with ODOT’s 
permit specialists in the various districts. 
During 1998 and so far in 1999, 46 permits 
were issued for films and commercials. 
Bernice Mathis, special programs coordinator 
for permits, is sure the entertainment indus- 
try is using Oregon’s roads more and more, 
but not every film crew needs a permit from 
ODOT. 

“Unless they need to be on our right of 
way, we don’t issue a permit,” she explained, 
“so, if they’re just using our road as back- 
ground and filming on private property, we 
won't have a record of that.” 

Shooting a film or commercial on a state 
highway can be disruptive. Besides stopping 
traffic, ODOT is asked to repaint guard rails, 
shut off traffic signals, and refill potholes dug 
especially for the commercial (at the produc- 
tion companies’ expense). One film crew 
sprayed the highway with water to darken the 
asphalt, then left the icy patch on the road for 
other drivers to discover. Even though 
computers are used to enhance film 

(Continued on page 6) 


ODOT hosts international commercial 
vehicle safety conference 


“T t’s back to the future for CVSA,” said ODOT 

Motor Carrier Safety and Compliance Manager 
Harry Eubanks. ODOT is hosting the 1999 Commer- 
cial Vehicle Safety Alliance national conference in 
Portland, Sept. 18-23. 

Eubanks, who also is president of the alliance, said 
the organization had its beginnings in the Pacific 
Northwest in 1980. 

“The group then was called the Western States 
Alliance, and it was formed to help states and provinces 
cooperate and recognize each others’ truck inspection 
activities,’ Eubanks said. “Member jurisdictions quickly 
found out that together they could do more than any 
one state could do on its own to promote trucker safety.” 

CVSA membership has grown to encompass all 50 
states, every Canadian province, and Mexico. 

“CVSA has become a leading forum for safety 
officials and the trucking industry,’ Eubanks said. “It’s 
fitting that nearly 20 years after that, the annual 
conference is returning to Oregon.” 


Inside... 


Second overpass structure in place 
near Ontario. 


The six-day conference will feature a welcome by 
ODOT Director Grace Crunican and Oregon State 
Police Director LeRon Howland. Workshops and 
meetings are scheduled on many different topics, 
including Intelligent Transportation Systems, vehicle 
inspection standards, transport of hazardous mate- 
rials, and an industry advisory meeting. 

“This conference is a great opportunity for 
ODOT and Motor Carrier Transportation 
Division to showcase some of the innovative 
approaches to highway safety and regulation of 
motor carriers that we have developed here,” 
Eubanks said. “We are very proud of the partner- 
ships we have between state agencies and the 
industry that have helped us accomplish more 
than we could in our division alone.” 

The conference will draw more than 400 
representatives from all member jurisdictions. 
(Written by Mac McGowan, Motor Carrier Transporta- 
tion information representative, 503/986-3451.) W 


“Moving Ahead with ODOT” 
premieres in Jackson County. 


Oregon Department of Transportation 
Web site: www.odot.state.or.us 


Photographer Darran Rees (right) and his assistant, Simon Thorpe, 
discuss where to find the best shot of the Crooked River Gorge Bridge 
currently under construction along U.S. 97. The photo crew from 
the Springer & Jacoby International ad agency in London came to 
Central Oregon in July to use the bridge as the backdrop for a 
Lufthansa Airlines ad. 


Legislature passes 
HB 2082 


s TranScript went to press, the 1999 
Legislature passed HB 2082, which 
raised the gas tax by five cents, elimi- 
nated the weight-mile tax for trucks and 
replaced it with a diesel fuel tax, and 
authorized up to $600 million in bonds 
for highway construction projects. 
Some preliminary legislative high- 
lights appear on page two. Future issues 
of TranScript will look at the major bills 
affecting ODOT from the 1999 session. 
The governor had not yet taken action 
on the bill as this issue went to press, and 
some groups opposed to the bill have 
indicated they will seek a statewide 
initiative to overturn it if signed into 
law. V 


Two Glenn Jackson 
scholars named. 
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Summary of 1999 legislation Oregon 
HB 2082 


Where the money comes from 


> Imposes a 2-cent-per-gallon fuel tax increase 
effective Nov 1, 1999. Gas tax increases from 
24-cents to 26-cents per gallon. 

> Imposes a 3-cent-per-gallon fuel tax increase 
effective Jan. 1, 2000. Gas tax increases from 
26-cents to 29-cents per gallon. 

> Increases car registration fees $5 per year, from 
$30 per biennium to $40 per biennium, 
beginning Jan. 1. 

> Allows any county, by vote of the county 
commissioners, to increase registration fees by 
$10 each year. 


Where the money goes 


> ODOT will receive all of the funds from the 2- 
cent-per-gallon gas tax increase collected 
between Nov.1, 1999 and Jan. 1, 2000, for 
maintenance and preservation. 

> After Jan. 1,2000, ODOT’s share of the gas tax 
and registration fee increases will pay for $600 
million in bonds for modernization and safety 
projects, and about $25 million per year for 
maintenance and preservation. 

> The other portion of the gas tax and registra- 
tion fee increases goes to cities and counties. 

> County revenues that result from HB 2082 tax 
increases are required to be used for road and 
bridge modernization, maintenance and 
preservation. 

> The bill also establishes the Eastern Oregon 
Safety Net Account, allocating $3 million per 
year from the funds allocated to cities and 
counties. Counties eligible to receive this 
money are those east of the Cascades and who 
received federal funds in 1996 from the 
Fremont, Malheur, Ochoco, Umatilla, Wallowa 
or Whitman national forests. 

> In addition, the bill establishes the Disaster 
Relief Account, allocating $3 million per year 
from funds allocated to cities and counties 


from the gas tax increase to pay for damages to 
roads and bridges caused by natural disasters. 

> Doubles the small city and county special 
allocation funds. 


Diesel tax and trucks 


> Requires fairness and proportionality between 
cars and trucks. 

> Sets diesel tax at 29-cents per gallon. 

> Eliminates the weight-mile tax system. 

> July 1, 2000 effective date for heavy vehicle 
registration fees. 


Other transportation legislation 


Bills passed by both House and Senate: 

> HB 2478B — Requires transportation spend- 
ing accountability. 

> HB 2680C — Establishes a joint interim 
transportation committee. 

> HB 3344 — Reduces weight-mile tax should 
HB 2082 be repealed, and sunsets diesel tax in 
2006. 

> HB 3531A — Changes appointment of 
director from Oregon Transportation Com- 
mission to governor. 

> HB5053A — ODOT’s 1999-01 budget. 

> SB 86B— Addresses property owner appeal 
rights in access management. 

> SB 108B — Creates Department of Aviation. 

> SB 614— Requires cost accounting by ODOT. 

> SB 773B — Requires ODOT to adopt rules for 
permits for approach roads. 

> SB 909A — Requires $100 million safety 
spending target. 

> SB 1284B — Creates the Transportation 
Reinvestment Account to provide funding for 
the Willamette Valley Rail and Oregon Trans- 
portation Network. 

> SB 1337 — Puts HB 2082 on May 2000 
primary if it is referred by initiative petition. 

> SJR44B— Refers cost responsibility to the vot- 
ers at the November 1999 special election. V 


joins NORPASS 
group of states 


regon will join the North American 

Preclearance and Safety System, also 
known as NORPASS, Inc. NORPASS states all 
use similar weigh station technology based on 
Automatic Vehicle Identification equipment 
mounted at the roadside, and Hughes-Delco 
type transponders mounted inside truck cabs. 

When combined with scales on the highway 
that can weigh trucks in motion, the new 
technology is able to weigh and identify safe 
and legal trucks at highway speeds. This saves 
truckers time and money by allowing legally 
loaded trucks to continue on without pulling 
in at weigh stations. 

“NORPASS states have been focusing their 
efforts to build a weigh station preclearance 
system that works across state and provincial 
lines,’ said ODOT Deputy Director Gregg Dal 
Ponte. “NORPASS fits very well with Oregon’s 
Green Light system. NORPASS also offers a 
way for states to combine their marketing and 
support efforts. We believe that NORPASS will 
help boost nationwide trucker enrollment in 
weigh station preclearance operations through- 
out North America.” 

NORPASS Inc. began as an alliance between 
two groups of states that have truck 
preclearance systems in various stages of 
development. The Multi-Jurisdictional Auto- 
mated Preclearance System, or MAPS, is 
located in the Pacific Northwest. Advantage 
CVO, a group of states in the Southeast and 
Midwest, is grouped around the Interstate 75 
corridor. (Written by Mac McGowan, Motor 
Carrier Transportation information representa- 
tive, 503/986-3451.) W 


Overpass sculpture welcomes travelers fo Oregon 


7] ‘he sunrise represents the 

final send-off for 
pioneers traveling west. The 
covered wagon reminds 
motorists of the way travel 
used to be. Mt. Hood exempli- 
fies the beautiful, rugged 
mountain range that early-day 
settlers encountered as they 
traveled west. 

These scenes are proudly 
displayed on the East Idaho 
Avenue overpass near Ontario. 
The artwork welcomes 
westbound travelers to Oregon 
and provides a reminder of 
Oregon’s rich history. 

The project, dedicated 
earlier this summer, was a joint 
effort between the Oregon 
Department of Transportation and Ontario city 
leaders. 

The overpass sculpture, called “The Oregonian 
Journey,’ is constructed of stainless steel and steel 
sheet metal and a variety of welded and woven 
wire patterns. The steel components are powder 
coated with an assortment of metallic colors. The 
steel artwork covers the entire length of the 
overpass, approximately 182 feet long. At its 


protective screening. 
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Located at the East Idaho Avenue overpass crossing Interstate 84, the decorative structure serves as 


tallest point, the fence is 16 feet high. 

The protective screening has a dual purpose — 
serving as a greeting to westbound travelers and 
protecting traffic from objects thrown from the 
top of the overpass. The protective fencing is a 
requirement in the design of Oregon’s freeway 
overpasses. A decade ago, several motorists were 
seriously injured when objects dropped from 
Interstate 5 overpasses struck their vehicles. 


The artwork and protective 
screening were part of a larger 
construction project. Structural 
deficiencies of the old overpass 
and increased traffic on East 
Idaho Avenue required con- 
struction of a new overpass. 
The new overpass features 
turning lanes and traffic signals 
at the interchange connections 
for safer access to the interstate, 
and increased clearance for 
freeway traffic to at least 18 feet 
11 inches. ODOT also 
reconfigured the on and off 
ramps that connect to the 
freeway. 

The new overpass and 
protective screening sculpture 
has received positive comments 
from area residents. Residents 
feel it’s a nice addition to eastern Oregon. 

“It’s a wonderful place to put the welcome to 
Oregon,” said Ann Rupe, former Ontario busi- 
ness owner. “Ontario is sort of the eastern 
gateway. It’s great to have the wagon and make it 
clear that people are welcome.”( Written by Dan 
Knoll, Region 5 information representative, 541/ 
963-1330.) V 


HELP aids 

students taking 
motor vehicles 
knowledge test 


na summer evening in a Hillsboro 
O classroom, 25 students listen to a guest 
speaker from the Washington County Sheriff’s 
Office explain his role in enforcing certain traffic 
laws. On another evening, the same students may 
hear a different guest speaker — a judge, a Driver 
and Motor Vehicle Services employee or a 
member of the insurance industry. 

The class is the result of the Hispanic Educa- 
tion and Licensing Program partnership, also 
known as HELP. The partnership includes DMV, 
the Washington County Sheriff’s Office, and 
Centro Cultural, an advocacy group for the 
Washington County Hispanic community. 

HELP allows students to receive 24 hours of 
classroom instruction with the intent of helping 
graduates pass the knowledge tests on their way 
to receiving driver licenses. The six-week course 
involves an in-depth study of the Oregon Driver 
Manual, group discussions and guest speakers. 
During the final two-hour session, DMV repre- 
sentatives administer a group test. 

“Our partnership has three goals with this 
program,” said Bob Oliver, manager of the 
Hillsboro DMV office and a member of HELP’s 
steering committee. “We want to improve 
highway safety by providing an understanding of 
Oregon’s laws. We want to build trust in law 
enforcement and government agencies. And we 
want to reduce the disparate number of Hispanic 
surnames appearing on traffic-related court 
dockets.” 

The program currently operates on a grant 
through the Washington County Sheriff’s Office. 
Only two years old, HELP is already showing 
signs of success. 

The fifth and sixth groups of students are just 
getting ready to graduate. More than 70 percent 
of the students who completed the course have 
passed the DMV knowledge test on their first try, 
Oliver said. 

“For this demographic, there was only about a 40 
percent success rate before the program,” he added. 

In addition to being beneficial to the students, 
the program also helps the community and 
DMV. It fits right in with many of DMV’s goals, 
Oliver said. 

The Hillsboro office is already seeing a payoff. 

“We're fostering an understanding about 
DMV and what we're here for,” he said. “Word of 
mouth is also helping to educate the public 
about how we fit into the community. We’re 
seeing increased awareness of what we require as 
far as legal documentation.” 

As an example of that awareness, Oliver said 
that fewer people are bringing in unacceptable 
identification papers. 

HELP also is becoming popular. More people 
are interested in participating and there is a 
waiting list for upcoming classes. Currently there 
are two instructors, and the group is looking for 
another teacher to handle the demand. 

“We really hope the program expands,” Oliver 
said. “This is a great partnership, and we’re 
having some good results. Our current funding 
source goes away Sept. 30 of this year. We really 
hope we can find continued funding to keep the 
program going.” (Written by Kevin Beckstrom, 
DMV public information representative, 503/945- 
5270.) V 


Architects and historians 
document I0 Portland bridges 


group of 

. researchers are 
in Portland this 
summer to learn 
more about 10 of 
the city’s down- 
town bridges. The 
bridges, owned and 
maintained by 
either ODOT or 
Multnomah 
County, are the 
focus of an intense 
12-week study by 
architects and 
historians from as 
far away as Argen- 
tina. 

Beginning with the Hawthorne Bridge, built 
in 1910, and ending with the Fremont Bridge, 
constructed in 1973, the spans form a concen- 
trated collection of Willamette River crossings, 
according to Robert W. Hadlow, Ph.D., Region 1 
senior environmental coordinator. 

“Many of them, such as the 1931 St. Johns 
Bridge with its gothic towers and the Fremont 
Bridge with its long tied-arch midspan, have 
received national recognition for unique design 
qualities,” said Hadlow. 

The bridges represent an impressive array of 
styles and engineering features used in Portland 
during the first six decades of the 20th century, 
he said. 

The Historic Engineering Record, a division 
of the National Park Service, and ODOT, are 
sponsoring the project. 

“Portland has one of the best collections of 
historic bridges in the United States, said Eric 
DeLony, chief and principal architect for the 
Historic American Engineering Record in 
Washington, D.C. 

Once the project is finished, the measured 
and interpretive drawings, written histories, and 
black and white photographs will become part 
of the Prints and Photographs Collection at the 
Library of Congress. The study also will help 
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The St. Johns Bridge is one of s 


everal bridges to be studied. 


— 


ODOT and Multnomah County streamline the 
cultural resources work that must be completed 
before future rehabilitation projects occur on 
the bridges. 

“These bridges won't be around forever, so 
it’s important that we document them and allow 
future generations to appreciate these unique 
engineering feats,” said Hadlow. 

An eight-member team of architects and 
historians are conducting this summer’s field- 
work led by team supervisor Christine 
Theodoropoulos, a registered engineer and 
architect, and a member of the University of 
Oregon Department of Architecture. Other 
team members include architectural leader 
Joseph Boquiren, R.A., of Portland; and archi- 
tectural technicians Manuel Hernandez, Unidad 
Ejectutora Catedral de La Plata, Argentina; Eric 
Kenyon, Southern California Institute of 
Architecture; Shannon Sardell, University of 
Oregon; and Nicholas Zydydryn, University of © 
Oregon. 

Historians for the project are Linda Dodds, 
M.A.; Judith McGaw, Ph.D.; and Sharon Wood 
Wortman, M.A., all of Portland. Also participat- 
ing in the project is James Norman of ODOT, 
who will complete large-format photography of 
the bridges. (Written by Ron Scheele, Region 1 
information representative, 503/731-8263.) W 


James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management Administration, signs a Memorandum of Agreement 
between FEMA, ODOT, Benton County, the cities of Corvallis, Monroe and Adair and several private businesses 
committing the organizations to build a “Disaster Resilient Community.” FEMA awarded Benton County a $300,000 
grant under the “Project Impact” program to fund projects to prevent or lessen the impacts of natural disasters such as 
floods on local communities. ODOT’s commitment to the project will include installation of additional culverts on 
roads in Benton County to allow floodwaters to pass under roadways instead of backing up and flooding over the roads. 


Spencer Creek Bridge bypass nears completion 


ravelers on U.S. 101 haven’t been hampered 

by the construction of a temporary bypass 
bridge at Spencer Creek north of Newport. Good 
news since long traffic delays were once predicted. 

An ODOT contractor is building the detour so 
traffic can be diverted from the 56-year-old 
Spencer Creek Bridge. Earlier this spring, ODOT 
placed an 80,000-pound load limit on the old 
structure after an analysis by the ODOT Bridge 
Section and a private engineering firm determined 
the structure was deteriorating faster than antici- 
pated. 

The department had planned to replace the 
structure this summer and had budgeted $5.4 
million in the Statewide Transportation Improve- 
ment Program for the project. However, continued 
questions about the future alignment of U.S. 101 to 
the north and south of the bridge prompted 
ODOT to postpone replacing the bridge. 

“When we decided to postpone the bridge 
replacement project,’ Lauer said. “We asked the 
ODOT Bridge Section to do a thorough load rating 
evaluation. The results shocked us.” 

The evaluation showed that the bridge was 
deteriorating at an accelerating rate. 

“Tt wasn’t a matter of a slow, steady deteriora- 
tion,” Lauer said. “This bridge was going downhill 
fast. We had to do something and do it quick.” 

An emergency contract process allowed the 
department to select American Advanced Diving 
Services of West Linn to build the temporary 
structure at a cost of about $1,800,000. 

Building the temporary structure proved to be a 
challenge. With one of Oregon’s busiest state parks 
next to the highway and a daily traffic count of 
about 18,000 during the summer months, any 
disruption of the traffic flow would result in long 
lines and angry motorists. 

That hasn’t proven to be the case, however, due 
to the contractor’s willingness to try a different 
construction approach. The contractor suggested 


Truck safety 
corridors to 
improve safety 
in high-accident 
locations 


« 


ruck Safety Corridor” signs are up along 
12 sections of freeway in the Portland, 
Salem and Eugene areas, as well as on Interstate 
84 at Cabbage Hill. These signs mark areas with 
heavy truck traffic and high numbers of truck 
crashes. 

The Federal Highway Administration is 
funding the safety corridor project, which has 
both enforcement and education components. 

Enforcement efforts include special patrols 
by law enforcement officers. They'll look for 
bad driving habits such as speeding, tailgating 
or unsafe lane changes and unsafe passing — 
the four most common factors contributing to 
crashes. 

The Truck Safety Corridor program covers 
approximately 155 miles of Oregon’s highways. 
While that area represents only 2 percent of the 
entire state highway system, the safety corridor 
sections account for 12 percent of truck- 
involved crashes. W 


Contractors hired to build a temporary structure next to the Spencer Creek Bridge work on the pilings. 


building the detour structure from the beach up, 
moving the pile driving crane onto the beach and 
driving all the piles at one time. ODOT originally 
called for building the temporary structure “from 
top down,’ meaning that the contractor would 
begin working from the highway edge, driving a 
series of pilings into the ground. Workers would 
then lay precast concrete slabs on the pilings, move 
the pile-driving crane onto the slabs and continue 
across the creek. 

The drawbacks to “top down” construction 
were noise caused by the pile driving continuing 
through the entire three-month project, and 
traffic congestion caused by the crane interfering 
with at least one traffic lane. The contractors 
method cut pile driving activities from three 
months to four weeks, created less noise and 
caused minimal traffic delays. 


“This approach surprised us,” said Project 
Manager Tim Dodson. “We didn’t think the 
contractor would want to expose its equipment to 
the ocean by placing it on the beach. But they 
developed a way to protect the equipment and really 
were enthusiastic about the approach, so we 
agreed.” 

Dodson said the contractor is holding closely to a 
construction schedule that will open the structure 
to traffic near mid-September. 

“U.S. 101 is an important highway for the central 
coast,” he said. “It’s crucial not only for the tourists 
who travel the coast, but for the businesses that 
depend on trucks to haul their goods and supplies. 
Completion of the detour bridge will make sure we 
can keep that traffic flowing until a new bridge can 
be built.” (Written by Dave Davis, Region 2 informa- 
tion representative, 503/986-5845.) W 


ODOT TV show airs in Rogue Valley 


H ave you heard about the latest addition to 
the talk show line-up? It has Jerry Springer 
quaking in his boots, Jay Leno negotiating for peace, 
and Conan O’Brien just giving up and going off the air. 

Well, perhaps not yet, but the debut of Oregon’s 
newest talk show, Moving Ahead with ODOT, brings 
the department into the homes of nearly 40,000 
Rogue Valley Community Television subscribers in 
Jackson County. 

Moving Ahead with ODOT, a monthly one-hour 
program focusing on ODOT issues and projects in 
Jackson County, broadcasts live on RVTV channels 9 
and 30. The live broadcast airs on the third Monday 
of each month from Southern Oregon University. 
Each show is regularly rebroadcast on RVTV 
throughout the month. 

The first show, “A Closer Look at ODOT? aired in 
July and offered an overview of the department’s 
statewide and regional roles, including maintenance 
and construction projects in Jackson County. Fea- 
tured guests included Oregon Transportation 
Commissioner Stuart Foster of Medford, Region 
Manager Paul Mather, Area Manager Monte Grove 
and District Manger John Vial. 

Each show also provides a live call-in segment 
where viewers can ask transportation-related ques- 
tions. 

“TV is a preferred medium and the live call-in 
feature is an attractive tool for involving the public,” 
said Frank Stevens, project leader at the Rogue Valley 


Area office. Stevens, one of the driving forces behind 
Moving Ahead with ODOT, said the previous plan for 
two or three broadcasts has grown into an initial 
commitment to develop 12 monthly shows. 

“Originally, our idea was to improve public 
involvement on two local environmental impact 
studies,” said Stevens. “The idea grew into making this 
program one that offers a better understanding of 
what ODOT does in the community.” 

Future topics on Moving Ahead with ODOT will 
highlight specific projects in Jackson County such as 
Oregon 62 corridor solutions, Oregon 238, and the 
South Medford interchange on Interstate 5. Other 
programs will focus on work zone safety and winter 
driving conditions. 

RVTV manages Southern Oregon's first Public, 
Education, and Government Access channels. Pete 
Belcastro, RVTV Director, is positive about ODOT’s 
television debut, as well as its future. 

“To my knowledge, ODOT is the first state agency 
in Oregon to begin producing their own television 
programming,” Belcastro said. “This is a very cost- 
effective way to reach a lot of people. The local 
demand is there and ODOT is fulfilling that demand. 
This is what community television is all about.” 

And what does this mean for Jay Leno, Conan 
O’Brien, and the rest of the talk show circuit? 

“I would give [Jay] another year,” Belcastro joked. 
(Written by Jared Castle, Region 3 information repre- 
sentative, 541/957-3656.) W 


Preparing for the Y2K rollover 
Tabletop exercises test Emergency Operations Plan 


W ith less than six months until the new 
year, ODOT is moving closer to extermi- 
nating the so-called “millennium bug.” 

For the last three years, ODOT has been 
preparing for the date change with the goal of 
providing essential ODOT services after Jan. 1, 
2000. 

“ODOT is very near that goal. Most of our 
mission-critical computer systems are Y2K ready, 
as well as our embedded chip devices like traffic 
controllers and traffic signals. Also, another key 
element is completed; our Business Continuation 
Plan,” said Dave White, chief information officer. 

ODOT?’s newly updated all-hazard Emergency 
Operations Plan will serve as the agency’s business 
continuation plan. The plan will help ODOT 
carry out critical tasks whether or not all agency 
computers, or essential services, work after Jan. 1. 

ODOT turned the plan into the Department 
of Administrative Services on June | and received 
a “green” rating, which is the highest rating 
possible. 

“T would like to thank all those employees that 
contributed so much to help us meet our goal. 
This has been an ODOT-wide effort,” said White. 

This summer ODOT will conduct Emergency 
Response Plan Tabletop Exercises to test the 
Emergency Operations Plan, allow employees to 
practice implementing the plan and fulfill state 
requirements for Y2K emergency preparedness. 

In a recent memo, Deputy Director Tom Lulay 
directed districts to schedule a tabletop exercise 
before Aug. 25. The exercises will include repre- 
sentatives from the regions, local public works 


and emergency management officials, and 
Oregon State Police. 

The series will culminate in a tabletop exercise for 
headquarters staff Aug. 25 in Salem. Representatives 
from the Federal Highway Administration and the 
US. Army Corps of Engineers will join ODOT for 
that exercise. 

A tabletop exercise is a discussion, lead by a 
facilitator, that will take participants through a 
simulated emergency. 

The Emergency Preparedness Committee will 
provide facilitators for the tabletops. Representatives 
from the committee and the Y2K Project Office will 
observe each exercise to take notes about lessons 
learned. The results will be used to make improve- 
ments to the Emergency Operations Plan. 

Lulay says the tabletop exercises test how ODOT 
handles natural disaster emergencies — except that 
the year 2000 date change may throw a curveball in 
January. 

“Tn some cases, an emergency for us is an 
emergency, Y2K related or not. Motorists are unable 
to get where they want to go, or there are some 
safety problems with getting there. Y2K has the 
potential for power outages. Some of our signals 
may not work. Our communications might not be 
effective. It’s a little different twist, but it’s really 
being prepared for loss of service to the transporta- 
tion system,” said Lulay. 

Additionally, the high profile of the Y2K situation 
may change the way the public views ODOT’s 
efforts. 

“Tt seems to me that in a natural disaster — the 
public stands back in awe as we come in and respond. 


Glenn Jackson scholars 


named for 1999 


his year’s Glenn Jackson Scholars are Kyle 
Roadman of Medford and Mary Hansen of 
Stayton. 

The Glenn Jackson scholarship was estab- 
lished 15 years ago in honor of the late Glenn L. 
Jackson, a 20-year member of the Oregon 
Transportation Commission. Children of ODOT 
and Oregon Parks and Recreation employees are 
eligible to receive the scholarship. 

Both Kyle and Mary receive a maximum of 
$10,000 each for a four-year college program 
and will be offered summer employment with 
ODOT during the four-year period. 


Kyle is the son of David Roadman, a trans- 
portation services representative with the 
Ashland Port of Entry. A graduate of South 
Medford High School, Kyle plans to attend 
Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pa. His 
studies will focus on computers. 

Mary is the daughter of Jim Hansen, an 
engineer in Support Services’ Facilities Manage- 
ment in Salem. Mary graduated from Regis High 
School in Stayton. She plans to attend Cottey 
College in Missouri to study animal science. VW 


Kyle Roadman 


Mary Hansen 


Our maintenance crews are there and there’s really a 
high level of appreciation for our response effort. This 
is going to be a little different. They might not stand 
back in awe. They may say “Come on guys, you 
should have been able to handle this. People will look 
at this as a technological situation so that puts a 
different emphasis on us being prepared,” said Lulay. 
(Written by Robert Smith, Y2K information representa- 
tive, 503/986-4334.) W 


Since May 1999, Jessy Toews 
has been answering ques- 
tions about Y2K PC updates, 
and scanning spreadsheets 
and database files for pos- 
sible date problems. 


The Y2K Helo Desk purchased 
a program that scans MS 
Excel spreadsheets or MS 
Access databases and iden- 
tifies possible date problems. 


“There are literally thousands 
of database files and spreaa- 
sheets being used by ODOT 
employees that may pro- 
duce bad data in the new 
year if they are nof ana- 
lyzed,” said Toews. 


The Year 2000 Analysis Suite 
quickly scans Excel spreaad- 
sheets and Access Cata- 
bases and identifies areas 
with date functions. 


Examples of date problems 
this program scans for are: 


>» Two-digit years in fields; 


> Specific types of date 
functions (sequencing). 


“We don’t fix those problems 
because Of liability issues. 
What we do is help identify 
the problem areas, so that 
whoever is using the file can 
make the changes neces- 
sary,” said Toews. 


The Y2K Help Desk also can 
let you know if your particular 
Excel program or Access 
database has already been 
included in the overall ODOT 
Y2K Project. 


Anyone interested in having 
the Y2K Help Desk scan files 
can call 503/986-4463. 


Westbrook 


stops train from 


colliding with 
stalled truck 


im Westbrook wasn’t looking to become a 
hero who would possibly save dozens of 
lives as he drove along Oregon 99E June 30. It 

just turned out that way. 

Westbrook, Albany area maintenance 
manager, was traveling to a work site when he 
noticed a semi-truck with its trailer high- 
centered on a railroad crossing south of 
Halsey. 

“IT knew the frequency of the trains in that 
area,” said Westbrook, “and I know that about 
every 15 to 20 minutes there’s going to be a 
train either heading one way or the other. So I 
figured we needed to get him out of there 
pretty quick.” 

Stopped at the crossing to talk to the driver, 
Westbrook flagged down a Linn County 
sheriff’s deputy passing by and ordered a 
heavy-duty tow truck from Albany. A short 
time later the tow truck arrived and the driver 
attached a chain to the tractor-trailer to move 
it off the tracks. But then things got very 
serious. 

“He hooked up and just started to tighten 
up the chain and that’s when I saw an Amtrak 
train coming,” said Westbrook. “I pointed 
down and hollered “Look! The train is on its 
way!’ Then I told the guy, ‘don’t worry about 
damage, just get it off the tracks!’” 

But when the tow truck driver started to 
pull, the chain snapped. 

It was at that point that Westbrook, a 22- 
year ODOT employee, knew he had to try to 
stop the passenger train. Realizing the train 
would likely not stop in time, Westbrook 
warned everyone to clear the crossing then 
jumped into his ODOT vehicle and headed 
down the highway to warn the oncoming 
train. 

“When I had driven as far as I could I just 
jumped out of my rig and got up on the tracks 
— got right in the middle of them — and was 
waving my vest in one hand and my hat in the 
other. When he went by me he already had 
‘dynamited’ his brakes. From that point I went 
back to the crossing, because I didn’t know 
whether the train was going to get stopped or 
not.” 

But, Westbrook said, luck was on the side of 
all those gathered at the intersection since the 
train managed to stop about 100 yards short 
of the crossing. 

“The train was going slower than normal 
because he got a slowdown order when he 
went though Harrisburg. Otherwise he would 
have been doing 75 miles per hour.” 

“When I finally got to the place where I 
could breathe again,” he said, “the engineer 
walked up and told me that he had killed 
someone at the same crossing last year. He said 
if he’d been going any faster, or if he’d been in 
a freight train, he would never have been able 
to stop in time.” 

Westbrook said that even though the event 
lasted only about 15 minutes, it seemed like an 
eternity. 

“T really don’t feel like a hero,” he said, “I 
just feel lucky that everybody got out of the 
situation alive.” (Written by Dave Davis, Region 
2 information representative, 503/986-5845.) W 


otorists in the Portland area may have noticed the massive “greenhouse” type structure on the south end of the 
Vie Interstate 5 Bridge. The structure is the containment unit to protect the environment, workers and the 
public during the $17 million project to repaint the bridge. 

The containment unit protects air and water quality by ensuring dust from the project does not escape. Other 
protection measures include rigorous monitoring and testing for environmental quality of the river, air and soil prior to, 
during and after the project is completed. Testing of noise levels also will occur throughout the length of the project. 

Inside the containment facility, a steel-grit abrasive will be used to blast off existing lead-based paint on the 82-year- 
old span. The abrasive material will be reused on sections of the bridge more than a dozen times before disposal. The 
resulting lead waste will be collected and recycled for use in auto batteries. 

Work is expected to have minimal traffic impacts thanks to the creativity of Certified Coatings of Concord, Calif., 
which built the containment unit to roll along the bridge railing as work progresses, eliminating expected daytime lane 
closures. ODOT also expected lane closures as crews painted the bridge lift spans and towers. However, crews will work 
from a barge, eliminating the need to close a lane to accommodate equipment. Only occasional late-night lane closures 


are expected as crews move equipment into position. W 


(dates subject to change, check the HR web) 


New Employees & Managers 


Training News 


—— Employee Safety & Training Corner 
Employee Safety News 


Personal protective equipment (PPE) is your key to safe operation of equipment and 
working in and around hazardous work sites. Always check your PPE for: (1) applicability to 
the job/work you are about to perform; (2) cleanliness and serviceability; and (3) proper fit. 
If you are ever unsure of whether or not PPE is needed for the work you perform, first check 
with your supervisor. Other resources available to check are the Occupational Safety & 
Health Manual (available online at the HR Web site under Employee Safety & Health Home 
Page) and your region and divison employee safety managers (phone numbers available 
online under the Human Resources Customer Contact Phone List). 

Employee safety is everyone’s responsibility. Be safe. 


Leadership Fundamentals Salem Sept. 14 
New Employee Orientation La Grande Sept. 14 
Salem Sept. 16 & Oct. 28 
Ethical Decision Making Salem Sept. 16 & Oct. 28 
Personnel Practices for Managers Bend Sept. 8 
La Grande Sept.22 
Salem Oct. 6 
Special Interest 
Problem Solving for Individuals La Grande Sept. 8 
Stress Management Through Better 
Time Management Salem Sept. 30 
Public & Customer Contact Skills Salem Oct. 26 


For the latest employee safety & training information, check out the HR Web site at: http:// 
intranet.odot.state.or.us/hr/ or call our central number at 503/378-6202. 


Print ad features Crooked River Bridge 


and photographs, directors still prefer the real 
thing, however difficult it may be to achieve. 
Community Affairs’ Jane Estes handles permits 
in Region 1, which receives nearly half the requests. 
“The strangest request I’ve received so far was 
from a film crew wanting to send a car off a bridge 
on a bungee. I told them that since we didn’t let 
people bungee jump off our bridges, we certainly 
wouldn't let a car. She (the requestor) was silent a 
moment, then said she guessed the car would be a 
bad idea because it would have humans in it,’ Estes 
said. “I referred her to Washington DOT, who 
never properly expressed their gratitude to me.” 
Last month a photo crew from a London 
advertising agency used the new Crooked River 
Gorge Bridge as the background for a magazine ad 


(Continued from page 1) 
for Lufthansa Airlines. The ads will be used in an 
international campaign to promote the airline’s 
business class seating. A previous ad featured a 
photojournalist on an elephant in Africa. 

Producer Geoff Eley discovered the bridge on 
the project’s Web site. Eley, who specializes in 
finding bridges and roads for photo shoots, said 
that the dramatic location and the two incomplete 
spans of the arch were unusual enough to bring 
the crew half way around the world. 

“We looked at engineering projects in Vietnam, 
China and Denmark before choosing this loca- 
tion,” he said. “Lufthansa doesn’t even fly to 
Oregon, but it doesn’t matter — it’s not real life, it’s 
advertising.” (Written by Laurie Gould, Region 4 
information representative, 541/388-6224.) W 


Tran 


itions 


Appointments 


As of June. Compiled from Department of Administrative 
Services personnel data by ODOT Human Resources. 


Douglas Arnold, engineering specialist 1, Portland. 

Sylvia Bailey, transportation services representative 1, 
Portland. 

Michael Beyerlin, railroad specialist 2, Salem. 

Katherine Blaeuer, office specialist 2, Corvallis. 

Veronica Bothwell, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Hillsboro. 


Russell Borden, information systems specialist 7, Salem. 


James Brown, engineering specialist 2, La Grande. 

Trung Bui, transportation services representative 1, 
Portland. 

Rena Cusma, principal executive/manager B, Ontario. 

Thomas Haffer, highway maintenance specialist, Salem. 

William Halpert, hearings officer 2, Salem. 


Daniel Herford, associate transportation engineer, Salem. 


Kimberly Hull, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Terresa Johnson, office specialist, Salem. 

Alan Justice, engineering specialist 2, Astoria. 
Sonya Keister, executive support specialist 1, Salem. 
Noemi Knutson, office specialist 1, Salem. 


Kevin Kohr, highway maintenance specialist, La Grande. 


Dee Martin, engineering specialist 1, Astoria. 

Shannon McCoul, motor carrier enforcement officer 1, 
Klamath Falls. 

Ryan Murray, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 

Barbara Negherbon, associate transportation engineer, 
Coquille. 

Steve Richardson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Milwaukie. 

Marcela Roberts, transportation services representative 
1, Beaverton. 


Sweeties award 


35 years 


Patricia Burggraff, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Patricia Dustan, principal executive/manager A, 
Woodburn 

Paul Singer, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 


25 years 


Ronald Bornemeier, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 

Steve Coxen, transportation engineer 1, Troutdale. 

David DeMarco, management analyst 3, Salem. 


Wayne Earnshaw, principal executive/manager D, Eugene. 


Kenneth Fickel, transportation engineer 1, Hermiston. 

Mark Gilbert, highway maintenance specialist, 
Government Camp. 

Richard Matthews, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
La Grande. 

Steven McCarty, highway maintenance specialist, 
Clatskanie. 

Kay Ramsamooj, transportation services representative 
1, Woodburn. 


Mark Thomas, principal executive/manager B, Milwaukie. 


James Wills, highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 


Hunter Creek. 
20 years 


Michelle Cameron, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Mable Cook, transportation services representative 2, 
Salem. 

Kevin Davidson, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Dianne Ewen, accounting technician 2, Salem. 

Keith Johnston, principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Kenneth Lamb, highway maintenance worker, 
Corvallis. 

Debora McLean, transportation services representative 
2, Farewell Bend. 


Gregory Rose, highway maintenance specialist, 
Milwaukie. 

Dale Shafer, executive support specialist 1, Salem. 

Craig Shelton, highway maintenance specialist, Salem. 

Kenneth Sorensen, principal executive/manager D, 
Clackamas. 

Doyle Summers, highway maintenance specialist, 
Ashland. 

Thomas Szymoniak, transportation engineer 1, Bend. 

Daniel Thompson, management analyst 1, Salem. 

Robert Townsend, transportation engineer 1, Coquille. 

Lori Wilson, office specialist 1, Portland. 


Promotions 


As of June. Compiled from Department of Adminis- 
trative Services personnel data by ODOT Human 
Resource Program Services. 


Jennifer Burns, information systems specialist 6 to 
information systems specialist 7, Salem. 

Rich Crossler-Laird, transportation engineer | to 
transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Richard DeMaris, engineering specialist 2 to engi- 
neering specialist 3, Milwaukie. 

Kandis Dunn, office coordinator to engineering 
specialist 2, Bend. 

David Greenberg, principal executive/manager D to 
principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Allen Hart, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Klamath Falls. 

Ronald Jones, program technician 2 to principal 
executive/manager D, Salem. 

Patty Jorgensen, support services supervisor 2, Salem. 

Debra Kroske, administrative specialist 1 to program 
representative 2, Bend. 

Judy Lamphear, office specialist 1 to office specialist 2, 
Salem. 


Patricia Rugh, motor carrier enforcement officer 2, 
Woodburn. 
Glenn Thommen, transportation engineer 3, Salem. 


15 years 


Vern Daily, associate transportation engineer, Salem. 

Robert Delve, engineering specialist 3, La Grande. 

Glen Fleming, transportation engineer 1, Portland. 

Constantino Gamolo, associate transportation engineer, 
Milwaukie. 

James Garrard, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

William Harper, associate transportation engineer, Astoria. 

James Huss, environmental specialist 1, Milwaukie. 

Ronald Hutton, highway maintenance specialist, Baker 
City. 

Debra Lange, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 

Wilbur Larson, transportation engineer 1, Eugene. 

Eugene Leon, Jr., associate transportation engineer, Salem. 

Mary Liedtke, management analyst 2, Salem. 

Marcia Malstrom, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Carolyn Sackinger, information systems specialist 6, 
Salem. 

Claude Sakr, principal executive/manager D, Portland. 

David Sibley, transportation engineer 1, Coquille. 

Cynthia Smith, transportation services representative 1, 
Salem. 

Terry Thames, principal executive/manager B, Eugene. 

Michele Thom, program technician 2, Portland. 

Diana Walters, highway maintenance specialist, Chemult. 

Kerry Williams, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Dennis Wilson, associate transportation engineer, White 
City. 


John Woodroof, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 


10 years 


Gail Bergin, transportation services representative 1, 
Salem. 

Carla Callahan, principal executive/manager B, 
Pendleton. 

Sandra Eddings, transportation services representative 1, 
Bend. 


Suzanne Lindstrom, office specialist 2 to executive 
support specialist 1, Salem. 

Safia Mohamed, transportation services representative 
1 to transportation services office leader, Beaverton. 

Robert Peters, engineering specialist 3 to associate 
transportation engineer, Bend. 

Kim Rice, purchaser 2 to grants/contracts coordinator, 
Salem. 

Marc Williams, principal executive/manager D to 
principal executive/manager F, Salem. 

Loren Wilson, information systems specialist 5 to 
information systems specialist 6, Salem. 


Retirements 


Betty McIntyre, information systems specialist 6 
with Information Systems, Salem, retired in July 
after 30 years of service. 

Mary Jo Peterson, office specialist with Driver and 
Motor Vehicle Services, Salem, retired in June 
after 20 years of service. 

Michael Rupe, accounting technician 2 with 
Financial Services, Salem, retired in June after 
eight years of service. 


Obituaries 


Noel DeLapp, retired from ODOT Support Services 
in 1998, died June 12 in Keizer. He was 56. 

Ralph Honeywell, retired from ODOT, died July 9 
in Salem. He was 64. 

John A. Howry, retired Detroit maintenance 
supervisor, died July 28 in Mill City. He was 80. 

Lloyd Jensen, retired from ODOT in 1994 from the 
Austin Section, died Aug. 21, 1998, during the 
Loosum Creek Fire, Yellowpine, Idaho. The Boise 
National Forest dedicated a Firefighter Memorial 
Trailhead in honor of his memory Aug. 21, 1999. 


Larry Galero, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Portland. 

Laurie Hall, principal executive/manager C, Salem. 

Douglas Holley, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 

Kris Iverson, geologist 2, Bend. 

Marva Janik, transportation services representative 2, 
Cascade Locks. 

Robert Morrow, highway maintenance specialist, Bend. 

Robert Reed, highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Condon. 

Jairus Watson, transportation services representative 2, 
Salem. 


Susan Westfeldt, principal executive/manager B, Ashland. 
Dennis Wineburg, motor carrier enforcement officer 2, 
Portland. 


Phil Isaacs - July 


—— 


Patricia Dustan 


Paul Singer 


ODOT cautions motorists to be 
alert in construction work zones 


ith highway construction now the most 

dangerous occupation in the United States 
and late summer bringing a peak in travel and 
road construction, drivers need to pay extra 
attention in work zones. 

“We don’t regard most work zone crashes as 
accidents,” said Larry Christianson, coordinator 
of the Work Zone Safety Program. “Most of these 
crashes can be attributed to people driving while 
impaired, driving aggressively or not paying 
attention.” 

The behavior has made highway construction 
the most dangerous occupation in the United 
States for the past four years, according to the 
Laborer’s Health and Safety Fund of North 
America. 

The risk of death is seven times higher for 
highway workers than for the average worker, 
and the risk of injury is 66 percent greater 
according to the fund’s report. 

Since 1984, there have been more than 10,000 
fatalities in highway work zones nationwide — 
166 deaths in Oregon work zones since 1985. In 
1997, 21 people died in work zones, the deadliest 
year on record. There were 14 traffic deaths and 
452 crashes in the state in 1998. 

So far this year, preliminary figures reveal six 
fatalities in construction areas, Christianson 
said. 

To stem the number of fatalities and injuries 
in work zones, ODOT has increased efforts to 
combat the problem with safety campaigns, 
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more traffic law enforcement, doubled fines for 
traffic violations and more intensive safety 
training for employees, private contractors and 
local public works departments. 

To make construction zones safer, ODOT is 
spending $1.21 million in federal road funds to 
pay for extra police patrols at work sites statewide 
during the next two years — an increase of 21 
percent over the last two years, Christianson said. 

In 1995, a new law doubled fines for traffic 
violations if they occur in construction zones. 
Drivers can be fined up to $600 for going over 
posted speeds in work zones. 

“We also are working to make sure that work 
zone signs are adequate and accurate,” 
Christianson said. To do their part, drivers 
need to: 

> Slow down when you see orange barrels, 

cones and signs — even when there’s no 
construction work visible. Hazards may 
still exist. 

> Realize that it’s not business as usual in a 

work zone. Expect the unexpected: The 
roadway may have changed. There may be 
fewer lanes. There may be a detour or a 
flagger. 

> Maintain extra space between your 

vehicle and the one ahead to give yourself 
extra reaction time in case of a problem. 

(Written by information representatives 
Ron Scheele, Region 1, and Monte Turner, modal 
divisions.) W 
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“Give Em a Brake” 


IN addition to increased law enforce- 
ment, employee/contractor training 
and traffic control, ODOT has up- 
dated a public awareness campaign 
that began in 1989 to educate the 
public about the dangers of work 
zones. The “Give Em a Brake” cam- 
paign includes: 


> More than 120 ads on transit 
vehicles in Portland, Salem and 
Eugene during May through 
September. 


Radio public service announce- 
ments distributed in June to 86 
stations. 


45 billboards in six communities 
during July, August and 
September. 


Movie theater ads in seven 
communities for August and 
September. 


A series of three newspaper 

ads running in August in 41 news- 
papers in partnership with 
Associated General Contractors. 


Use of freeway variable message 
signs to alert drivers to work zones 
ahead. 


Enhanced public information 
through news releases, radio 
stories and reporter contacts. 


Oregon Department of Transportation. 
TranScript’s mission is to share ODOT news 
with employees and others interested in the 


department’s activities. 
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